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VEGEA
01 VEGEA TEXTILE

VEGEA produces a nhew generation of materials
characterised by a high content of vegetal, renewable,
and recycled raw materials, derived from by-products
of the wine industry: mostly grape leftovers, vegetal
oils and natural fibres from winemaking.

VEGEA is the combination of Vegan-VEG and GEA-
Mother Earth, identifying new generation of solutions to
fully petroleum-based and animal-derived materials.
GrapeSkin, VEGEA's main product, is an innovative bio-
based coted fabric made from grape pomace, designed
for fashion, design, automotive and packaging.

All VEGEA articles are REACH Compliant, Cruelty Free
and Made in ltaly.
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02 ABOUT THE COMPANY

VEGEA produces innovative, sustainable, bio-based
materials created by upcycling of the organic
by-products from wine industry.

Founded in Milan in 2016 from an intuition of chemist
Francesco Merlino, Vegea develops innovative
materials from grape by-products, combining
chemistry, industrial innovation and design.

Our proprietary material, GrapeSkin, is applied across
industries such as fashion, automotive, design and
packaging, offering a sustainable solution to
traditional materials.
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Francesco Merlino (Founder&CEO)



VEGEA
02 ABOUT THE COMPANY

Our Story

VEGEA represents the evolution of a technological project that has progressively developed from laboratory
research to industrial production, maintaining a constant focus on innovation, performance and
sustainability. The concept originated in 2015 with the idea of transforming an organic by-product into a
coating material.

In 2016 VEGEA was established, our technology patented, and GrapeSkin developed. In the following years,
the company built the first pilot plant, validating the production process and enabling industrial scalability.

Starting from 2020, VEGEA began industrial production and established collaborations with national and
International partners operating in the fashion, design and automotive sectors. Today, the company
continues to consolidate production capabilities and strengthen partnerships, while investing in research and
development to improve technologies and processes.

GrapeSkin embodies VEGEA’s approach to circular economy, combining performance, versatility and
reduced environmental impact across its application sectors.
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02 ABOUT THE COMPANY

Mission and Vision

VEGEA'’s mission is to create sustainable, biobased and
innovative materials through the application of circular
economy principles and the upcycling of organic by-products.
The company develops solutions based on renewable,
vegetable and recycled raw materials, reducing the use of virgin
fossil feedstocks through the valorisation of secondary raw
materials.

VEGEA manages the entire development process, from
laboratory research to industrial-scale production, transforming
by-products into high-value materials suitable for multiple
industrial applications.
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VEGEA
02 ABOUT THE COMPANY

Our Values

VEGEA's activities are guided by three core values: innovation, environment and people.
Innovation is expressed through the continuous development of advanced materials and technologies, supporting
the company’s commitment to sustainable solutions across multiple industries.

Environmental responsibility shapes every aspect of VEGEA's operations, from optimising resources and reducing
greenhouse gas emissions to efficient water management and recovery of waste, fully in line with circular economy
principles. At the same time, VEGEA places people at the center of its approach.

The company operates according to the Code of Ethics grounded in correctness, transparency and legality, ensuring
safe working conditions, respecting human rights, promoting responsible and sustainable business practices.




VEGEA
03 TECHNOLOGY

VEGEA has developed a production process that We are able to carry on with the whole production
transforms the by-products of the wine industry into process in house, from laboratory analysis and pilot
renewable high-performance materials. tests up to industrial production.

VEGEA follows a circular-economy model and
manages every step of production develops
sustainable formulations in own laboratories and
produces biomaterials on an industrial scale through
coating plants.

Thanks to the traceability of the production chain,
VEGEA guarantees safety, reliability and quality.

Our Headquarter

VEGEA offices are located in Milan, while its production
facility is located in the provice of Milan.

In this way, we can meet most of the market demand,
being able to produce up to 5,000 square meters of
technical textiles and up to 2 tons of raw materials per
day.



VEGEA

03 PRODUCTION PROCESS

Facility and Production

Our plants include several facilities to produce recycled and biobased raw
materials and semi-finished products. The main production facilities of VEGEA
are described below:

500 kg steam explosion system per batch: it allows the separation of
lignocellulosic biomass components (cellulose, hemicellulose and lignin) with a
physical process with low energy consumption and without using harmful
chemicals.

800 Kg per batch polymerization plant: It enables the production of VEGEA
biocompound and other thermosetting polymers for coating processes using
bio-based and recycled raw materials.

5’000 square meters per day production plant for synthetic leather and coated
technical fabrics.

It allows the coating process to be carried out on various types of support
fabrics, to obtain technical fabrics with customized characteristics.




Step 1:

Grape marc

-skins, seeds, and
stalks-

Is carefully selected
and cleaned,
becoming a valuable
raw material for
VEGEA.

Step 2:

Cellulosic fibers
(lignocellulose) are
extracted from skins,
seeds, and stalks,
giving the compound
density and structure,
while oil Is obtained
from grape seeds.

Step 3:

Lignocellulose and olls
are processed to form
components that then
undergo
polymerization.

At this stage pigments
can be added to create

different colour shades.

Step 4.

The biocompound is
poured onto release
paper, combined with
a textile backing,
solidified in a
dedicated oven for
each layer and then
left to cool.

VEGEA

Step 5:

GrapeSkin is born.
Once the release
paper is removed, a
vegan, cruelty-free
and naturally toxic
solvent-free coating
material is obtained.



04 THE MATERIAL: GRAPESKIN

Grapeskin is an innovative material born from grape marc, giving rise
to a new generation of high-performance and versatile technical
coatings.

Designed for applications in packaging, fashion, design and
automotive, it combines technical performance, aesthetic quality and
a circular approach to materials.

From other Resins
8%

From Grapes
92% 9



04 THE MATERIAL: GRAPESKIN
Textile Selection

AMALFI

SAFFIANO

NAPOLI

ARTOFINO

SORRENTO

VEGEA
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04 THE MATERIAL: GRAPESKIN

Bestseller colors Customisation available upon request

0001 10404 9482 9302 9189
WHITE TRAVERTINO CREAM SAND GOLD

)

NAVY BLU

11



04 THE MATERIAL: GRAPESKIN

Our Trademarc
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This item is made with

GrapeSkin

VEGEA

Vegea produces innovative,
sustainable, bio-based materials
created by upcycling of the organic
by-products from wine industry.

www.vegeacompany.com

VEGEA
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05 APPLICATIONS

Automotive

Grapeskin comes in a variety of solutions differing by thick-
ness, finishing and texture.

Our products meet the technical and aesthetic requirements
of fashion industry: our fabrics are perfect for crafting
garments, shoes, bags, belts, wallets and other accessories.
We have designed a special product for sofas, chairs and
armchairs, to provide our clients with innovative and
sustainable solutions for furniture and interior design
applications in general. With the aim to offer even more
advanced solutions, we have designed a prototype of a
material intended for interior upholstery in the automotive
sector.

This prototype has very high resistance and durability
characteristics, which make it suitable for covering the
interiors of the most common transports.

Grapeskin is a versatile, high quality and performing material,
for this reason it can be suitable for all uses for which animal Interior Design
leather or traditional synthetic leather is currently used.
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05 APPLICATIONS

A use case: Bentley capsule collection

Future of sustainable mobility and the big challenge for
automotive is to build vehicles with environmentally friendly
technologies, efficiency oriented and reducing CO2 emissions.
In order to reach this goal, it is important to also use
sustainable materials with a lower environmental impact
compared to traditional totally petroleum- based materials.

: 4

For this reason, VEGEA has developed a prototype of coated The prototype has extreme performance in terms of

technical fabric in collaboration with Bentley. flexural strength, abrasion resistance, hydrolysis, UV
This innovative biobased and recycled material has been used resistance and flame resistance.

to cover the interior of the Bentley EXP100GTconcept car, in These factors make it suitable for use in automotive
order to demonstrate that it is possible to combine luxury with  jndustry, but it involve a great effort of development
environmental sustainability. and research.

14



05 APPLICATIONS

Our Clients
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VEGEA
06 SUSTAINABILITY

Sustainability is one of the main pillars of Vegea's contributing concretely to the sustainability of the design and
social responsibility policies. The company fashion industry. All production is free from toxic solvents,
develops vegan, recyclable coating materials heavy metals and other substances hazardous to humans
designed according to Ecodesign principles, and the environment. Vegea also follows the logic of the 3Rs
integrating SSbD - Safe and Sustainable by Design - Reduce, Reuse, Recycle, minimising waste and maximising
criteria from the earliest development stages. SSbD circularity throughout the supply chain. These principles are
Is the European approach that guides the translated into concrete actions:

development of materials and processes that are « Environmental impact is assessed across the entire life
safe for humans and the environment, starting cycle, from production to end-of-life;

from the design phase. Vegea’s production e Products are designed for recyclability from the earliest
processes primarily use vegetable, renewable and development stage;

recycled raw materials. Agro-industry biomass and e Low-impact, recyclable, and non-hazardous raw materials
residues, such as grape leftovers from wine are selected;

production, are valorised as high-value feedstocks » Materials are designed to be robust and durable,

and transformed into new materials for fashion, reducing waste and the need for replacement.

furniture, packaging, automotive and

transportation. Through the recovery and Durability is therefore an integral part of Vegea’s sustainable
processing of wine marc, Vegea reduces the use of approach.

virgin raw materials and limits waste generation, 16



06 SUSTAINABILITY

By designing fabrics that are long-lasting and high-
performing, the company extends the life cycle of the
products that use them, reducing the frequency of
replacements and the consumption of new resources. In this
way, sustainability is embedded not only in the circularity
of the materials but also in their performance over time.
VEGEA'’s production process is based on a circular economy
model, with organic residues from the wine industry
recovered and enhanced to create GrapeSkin, a bio-based,
vegan fabric fully recyclable at end of life.
The company’s processes are optimised to:
 Reduce gas emissions and water consumption;
« Eliminate the use and generation of heavy metals or
toxic substances;
« Deliver long-lasting fabrics, limiting the need for
replacement and the consumption of new resources.




VEGEA

06 SUSTAINABILITY

VEGEA ensures transparency by verifying the
sustainability of its products according to international
standards.

The PEFCR (Product Environmental Footprint Category
Rules) methodology is applied to evaluate
environmental impact across the entire life cycle,
enabling clear communication of the fabrics’ impact to
partners and end customers. In alignment with
European legislation, VEGEA is already implementing
the principles of the ESPR — Ecodesign for Sustainable
Products Regulation. To support traceability and end-
of-life management, the DPP - Digital Product
Passport is being integrated, gathering verifiable data
on material composition, durability, recyclability, and
environmental impact.

18



06 SUSTAINABILITY

Our Certifications

VEGEA, together with its main partners along the supply chain, is
certified GRS (Global Recycled Standard).

The GRS is intended to verify recycled content of the products
and its traceability, as well as to accurately define chemical
additives approved and banned (selection way more stringent
than Reach Compliance). Furthermore, it also verifies responsible
environmental and social practices of the companies.

To achieve and maintain this certification, we undergo an annual
audit where the following aspects are checked:

e conformity of recycled e emissions to air;
materials; e waste management;

e production and trade; e chemical requiremnt

e social requirements; e health and safety;

e working hours; e wages, benefits and

e Water use; terms of employment;

e environmental requirements; e social policy.




08 CONTACT US

Website WWW.vegeacompany.com

Sales Department sales@vegeacompany.com

Comunication

comunicazione@vegeacompany.com
Department @veg pany

Customer Support info@vegeacompany.com

Phone Number (+39) 02 8718 6101
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